AFFILIATE SCAM GUIDE

The Affiliate Offer
Trust Test

10 questions to ask before you spend money on an online business
opportunity

Don't judge an opportunity by the sales page alone.
Use this practical scorecard to examine the business model, claims, costs,
refund terms, urgency, and the work you will actually have to do.

INVESTIGATE FIRST. DECIDE SECOND.

A free consumer education guide from AffiliateScamGuide.com
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Before You Buy: Run the Test

Online business offers tend to make one thing very easy: getting excited. A polished sales page
can make an opportunity sound simple, fast, proven, and almost impossible to pass up.

The better question is: Can | actually trust this offer?

This Trust Test is designed to slow the buying decision down just enough to look past the
headline, testimonials, bonuses, countdown timers, and income claims. It does not label an offer
a scam. It helps you identify what you know, what you do not know, and what deserves more
investigation.

How to Score Each Question

2 points YES - The offer passes this test.
1 point MAYBE - There is some evidence, but you still have questions.
0 points NO - The offer fails this test or you cannot find the information.

Write a score beside every question. At the end, add them together for a maximum score of 20
points.
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TEST #1

Can You Clearly Explain What You're Buying?

After reading the sales page, can you explain in one or two sentences exactly what you receive?
* Training
* Software
* A membership
* Templates or resources
e Coaching

* A business opportunity

Be cautious when a sales page spends far more time explaining the money you could make
than the product you are actually buying.

YOUR SCORE: /2
TEST #2

Do You Understand How the Business Actually Makes
Money?
You should be able to identify the basic money flow in plain English.

* Who is the customer?
e What product or service do they buy?
* Who receives the payment?

* How does your revenue get created?

Simple model: Customer -> Product/Service -> Transaction -> Your Revenue. If you cannot
identify where the money comes from, keep investigating.

YOUR SCORE: /2
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TEST #3
Are the Income Claims Reasonable?

Income claims deserve scrutiny, especially when the pitch emphasizes speed, ease, or unusually
large results.

* Look for an earnings disclaimer.
* Distinguish typical results from exceptional testimonials.
¢ Ask what time, skill, traffic, or ad spend the result required.

Phrases like "replace your salary," "push-button income," or "earn while you sleep" are not
proof of fraud - but they are reasons to investigate the evidence behind the claim.

YOUR SCORE: __ /2

TEST #4

Is the Person or Company Behind It Identifiable?
Can you determine who created the product and who is taking your money?

e A real person's or company's name
e Business history or previous products
e Contact information

* An established online presence

Anonymity does not automatically mean fraud, but accountability matters when you are
spending money.

YOUR SCORE: /2
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TEST #5
Can You Find Information Outside the Sales Page?
Never let the seller's own sales page be your only source of information.

e Search the product name plus "review".
* Search the product name plus "complaints".
* Search the creator's name.

* Look for repeated refund, billing, or support issues.

One angry review proves very little. Repeated, independent reports describing the same
problem deserve attention.

YOUR SCORE: /2
TEST #6
Is the Refund Policy Clear?

Before buying, make sure you understand exactly what happens if the product is not right for
you.

¢ |s there a refund period?

* How long is it?

e Who processes the refund?

* Are there exceptions?

* How do you request it?

If you cannot figure out how to get your money back before buying, do not assume it will
become easier afterward.

YOUR SCORE: /2
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TEST #7
Does the Offer Explain the Real Costs?
The price on the checkout button may not be the true cost of following the system.

e Hosting or domains

* Email marketing software
e Al or premium software

* Advertising or traffic

e Upsells or coaching

e Recurring subscriptions

Write it down: Purchase price: $ Additional costs: $ Estimated real cost:
$

YOUR SCORE: /2

TEST #8

Is There Artificial Urgency?

Legitimate promotions can have genuine deadlines. The question is whether urgency is real or
simply designed to stop you from investigating.

e Countdown timers

* "Only a few spots left"

* "Price increases tonight"

e Deadlines that appear to reset

A deadline should not prevent you from understanding what you are buying.

YOUR SCORE: /2
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TEST #9

Would the Product Still Have Value If You Never Made
Money?
Imagine you purchase the product and never earn a dollar from it. Would you still receive
something useful?

e Training or skills

* Useful software

* Templates or resources

e Information you can apply elsewhere

If the only value depends on achieving the advertised income result, investigate carefully.

YOUR SCORE: /2

TEST #10
Can You Explain What YOU Have to Do?
Ignore what the "system" supposedly does. What work will you perform?

e Write content

* Build websites

* Send email

* Make videos

* Contact prospects
e Buy advertising
Learn SEO

* Build an audience

Every real business requires something. If you cannot identify your actual job after
purchasing, you probably do not understand the opportunity well enough yet.

YOUR SCORE: /2
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Your Trust Score

Add all ten scores together.

TOTAL SCORE / 20
17-20 GREEN The offer passes many basic trust checks. This is not a guarantee
LIGHT of results. Your next question is: Is this actually a good fit for me?

There may be a legitimate opportunity here, but important
questions remain. Investigate every item you scored 0 or 1 before

buying.
0-11 RED There are enough unanswered questions to justify serious
LIGHT caution. That does not automatically make the offer a scam; it

means you do not yet have enough evidence to confidently give it
your money.

The 24-Hour Rule

There is one final test that is not included in your score: wait 24 hours. If the opportunity still
makes sense tomorrow, it will probably make sense today. A cooling-off period helps separate "I
understand this business" from "that was a really convincing sales page."

Quick Research Worksheet

Offer / product:

Seller / creator:

Advertised price: $

Estimated 90-day cost: $

Refund window:

Biggest unanswered question:
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Keep This Guide

Pull this Trust Test out whenever you encounter a make-money-online course, affiliate marketing
system, Al business opportunity, blogging program, coaching package, side-hustle offer, or
business-in-a-box system.

The purpose of AffiliateScamGuide is not to assume everything online is a scam. It is to help
answer a better question:

What's legitimate, what's hype, and what's
actually worth your time and money?

Visit AffiliateScamGuide.com for reviews, investigations, guides, tools, and practical ways to
evaluate online business opportunities.

Important Note

This guide is for educational and informational purposes only. A high score does not prove that an offer is legitimate,
profitable, or appropriate for you, and a low score does not by itself prove fraud. Verify material claims independently

and consider professional advice where appropriate.

Affiliate Disclosure

AffiliateScamGuide may receive compensation when you purchase certain products or services through links on our
site. That does not change what you pay. We aim to clearly disclose affiliate relationships and distinguish them from

our analysis.
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